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Vapor  trflill  ap6eor^‘%hi£bn'*apparently  d. 
Ing  anU  then  disap'<acred.  The  ooject  u 
r co^£ohless  Juct  above  the  southern  horizon  for 
and  then  went  south  at  a hl(;h  rate  of  snood,  leaving  a 

vapor  troll. 
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'~200-Mile  Straight  Line  Marki~Mystery 
Trail  Of  Strange  Craft  Over  Carolinas 


KAHLET. Die. »-(»>  -A itnlght 
Am  m • map,  txtanding  M)  mUM 
MTOM  Qm  CareUnaa,  today  marked 
tha  BQrataryatreaked  trail  a<  a 
atnaf*  flTlnf  object 
Tha  object  firat  waa  aeea  at 
TayetteylUe.  the  alto  of  an  air  force 
boaa  at  about  4:30  p.  m.  Wedoeaday. 
WHhte  a half'hour,  aeorea  of  real* 
tfanla  t&  Hamlet  Cheataitet4  S.  C. 
aad  Oreoawood.  8.  reported 
jt  on  ita  eerie  fU^t  Utfough 
Iba  waatera  aky. 

HO  UCFLANATION 
Tharp  waa  no  explanation  today 
of  what  the  thing  could  have  been. 
But  obaarrere  attached  algBlfleance 
to  tha  tact  that  Ita  path  waa  atralgbt 
for  M mllea.  They  noted  alae  that 
attar  ita  4:30  p.  m.  appearance  at 
TaypttevIUe.  It  waa  aeen  at  Hamlet, 
41  mllea  away,  a few  mlnutea  later 
and  at  Greenwood,  more  than  150 
aaliao  away,  ahortly  after  8 p.  m. 

Doacriptlena  of  the  flying  object 
Tari^  At  Fayetteville.  It  looked 
Uko  a vortical  neon  lighting  tube. 
At  Khmlet  it  appeared  to  be  a 
*41riglbla  atanding  on  end.**  And' 
«t  Oraenwood.  a pilot  who  diaaedi 
tt  la  a light  plane  aald  It  looked 
like  a ameke  trail  coming  tron  an 
taaaea  j»lane. 

Oeound  obaervera  at  all  four  dtleo 
i^oko  of  It  "drifting*  lata  tbt  dl' 


recti  on  of  the  aetttng  tun.  They 
■aid  they  were  able  to  follow  ita 
aouthweatward  flight  for  10  mlnuteti 
or  more.  But  four  pilota  who  rote 
la  light  planet  at  Hamlet  and  at 
Greenwood  were  unable  to  catch 
up  with  it 

HHnuati  who  aaw  the  etrange 
objeet  tneluded  baalneaa  and  pre* 
ftetleoil  aaen,  houaewivea.  a city 
paUeamaa,  trained  air  plleta  aad 
the  auyer  at  Oreeaweed,  A.  H. 


One  of  the  plloti,  Philip  Glbbona,  I 
a former  Air  Force  pilot,  aald  that 
when  hla  plane  approached  the 
object  it  moved  Into  the  glare  ofi 
the  evening  tun.  He  wai  unable  tel 
regain  eight  of  It. 

DISCOUNT  BgPORTS 

Some  obierveri  diacounted  re- 
ports that  it  eouid  have  been  a 
reflection  from  the  aun.  They  tald 
the  object  waa  directly  between 
them  and  the  aun. 

Air  force  offlciala  at  Pope  field 
near  Fayetteville  auggexted  it  eou^ 
have  been  a weather  obaervation 
bailoen.  But  the  Charlotte  weather 
atatlon,  noting  that  moat  reperta 
laid  the  object  appeared  to  be  ailver 
colored,  aald'  that  the  weather 
bureau  does  not  uae  baUoona  of 
that  color. 

Iteporti  of  the  atraaga  flight  re- 


counted the  numeroua  itoriea  of 
flying  aauccra  ilnce  the  war.  Gib- 
bona  the  Hamlet  pilot,  taid  that 
the  object  definitely  waa  net  ahaped 
tike  a aaucer.  The  Air  Force  re- 
ported only  thia  week  that  there 
are  net  any  "flying  aaueera''  and 
that  it  haa  ended  ita  apcclal  two- 
year  in>  eatlgatlea  of  reporta  on 
them. 

Objsot  Raporttd  In  Sky 
Nitr  Danvitig,  Vlrtinit. 

DANVnXB,  Va.,  Dec. 

Two  Danville  ,men  came  forward 
today  to  aay  that  they  had  aeen  a 
apherleal  object  floating  in  the  aky 
similar  to  that  reported  in  preu 
dtipatehes  from  Hamlet,  N.  C..  short- 
ly before  Christmaa 

They  are  Randolph  Hall,  city 
auditor,  and  Hamilton  Vess,  bual- 
neaaman  and  member  of  the  vestry 
of  Epiphany  church. 

They  aay  that  the  floating  object  I 
appeal  in  the  skies  in  the  vicinity  ■ 
of  Dan  River  mlUa. 

They  added  that  they  paid  little 
attention,  to  it,  having  concluded 
that  it  might  be  a weather  balloon 
released  at  Greensbore,  N.  C.  aad 
drifted  thla  way  by  prevailing 
wlnda, 
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Mystery  Object  Seen  Streaking 
Through  Two  CaroUnas’  Skies;! 
Columbian  Is  One  of  Observers ' 

Kimtet,  N.  Cn  Dtc.  3»-(AP)^A  eaw  Ike  object  witk  kin. 

•trttfht  ilM  on  0 mM.  extentflnt  Detcrlptioni  of  the  flyino  object 
900  mUei  tcrett  the  Carolinot.  to*  varied.  At  FayetteviUe,  it  looked 
dap  marked  the  mpatery-streaked  like  a vertical  neon  Uthtlns  tube, 
trill  of  a atrante  flytna  object.  At  Hamlet  it  appeared  to  be  a' 
The  object  first  was  seen  at  Fay*  *"dirglble  standing  on  end.'*  And  at 
ettevllle,  the  site  of  an  air  force  Greenwood,  a pilot  who  chased  It! 
base,  at  about  4:80  p.  m.  (BST)  yes-  In  a light  plane  said  It  looked  like 
terd^.  Within  a half*hour.  scorea  a smoke  trail  coming  from  an  ua* 
^ residents  In  tfamlet,  Cheste^  leen  plane. 

field,  8.  C.,  and  Greenwood.  8.  C..  Ground  observers  at  all  four 
leported  sighting  It  on  Its  eerie  cities  spoke  of  It  **drlttlng"  into  the 
flight  through  the  Western  sky.  direction  of  the  setting  sun.  They 
There  was  no  explanation  today  said  they  were  able  to  follow  Its 
of  what  the  thing  could  have  been,  louthwestward  flight  for  ten  min* 
But  observers  attached  significance  utei  or  more.  But  four  pilots  who 
to  the  fact  that  Its  path  was  straight  rose  In  light  planes  at  Hamlet  and 
for  800  miles.  They  noted  also  that  at  Greenwood  were  unable  to  catch 
after  Its  4:80  p.  m.  appearance  at  up  with  It 

Fayetteville.  It  was  seen  at  Ham*  Witnesses  who  saw  the  strange 
let.  45  miles  away,  a few  minutes  object  included  business  and  pro- 
latar  and  at  Greenwood  more  than  fessional  men,  housewives,  a city 
190  miles  away,  shortly  after  5 policeman,  trained  air  pilots  and 
p.  m.  the  mayor  of  Greenwood.  A.  H. 

William  Shields,  dl-  Woodle. 

rector  W thm  dty  tree  depart*  One  of  the  pilots,  Philip  Gibbons. 
Bent  la  Cdamkla,  reported  se^  a former  air  force  pilot,  said  that 
lag  the  object  srklle  hunting  when  his  plane  approached  the  oIh 
near  Greenwood  Wednesday  at  Ject.  It  moved  into  the  glare  of  the , 
akoat  8:80  p.  ra.  Mr.  Shields  r^  evening  sun.  He  was  unable  to  re-i 
ported  the  ohjrd  looked  like  a gain  sight  of  ft 
**flaereaeent  light  bulb.”  He  Reports  of  the  strange  flight  re* 
Btid  he  watched  It  for  at  least  counted  the  numerous  stories  of 
M minutes  while  It  hovered  in  flying  saucers  since  the  war. 
one  spot  and  then  shot  off  Gibbons,  the  Hamlet  pilot  said 
threagh  the  sky  at  a terriflo  (hst  the  object  definitely  was  not 
rate  of  speed.  shaped  tike  a saucer.  The  atr  f^ce 

tlu^bt  I was  seeing  reported  only  this  week  that  there 
GUnga  anUl  1 beard  that  other  are  not  any  **nylng  saucers'*  and 
peeple  had  eeen  the  objiwt  also.**  that  it  has  ended  its  special^two* 
8hiilisi* eitd,  He  said  etbere  year  Investigation  ' W|k>iu  of 

were  with  him  on  the  hani  and  them. 
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6*  Mrs*  MBtTIS  DtCKENS»  RD  #5,  Truauiaburg^  New  Tork  me  interrlewed  and 
that  on  28  Decenbar ^^^^he  wae  at  her  hoae  all  dagr  and  did  net  see  the 
objeete  deecribad  bsr  Ure  • vIB  and  her  children,  nor  did  ahe  hear  any  airplanes 
fl^ng  evarhead  that  dsT**  She  furthar  etatas  that  later  than  evening, 
called  her  and  asked  whether  or  not  she  had  seen  the  objeeta  which  were  seen  near 
her  hone*  She  stated  that  ahe  did  not  taoow  ot  anyone  in  that  vicinity  who  had  seen 
the  objects,  except  Urs«  end  her  children. 


7«  Mrs*  Ttnaanaburg,  stated  upon  interview,  that 

on  28  Decenber  at  hooe  doing  her  housework  and  did  not  see  the  objects 

described  by  Urs ^HH^altl^ugh  she  had  read  about  it  in  the  news;)aper*  It  had 
been  detemined  by  that  th^^l^HI^^ house  was  the  closost  to  tl^^^ 

spot  in  the  road  where  they  stopped  to  observe  the  objects  In  the  sky.  !lrs«iM^P 
^■Htated  that  she  did  not  see  or  hear  anything  musual  and  did  not  know  ai^hing 
aDOut  it  mtil  she  read  about  it  in  the  newspaper* 


8*  Mr.^^^^^^0^mose  farm  borders  the  strip  of  woods  over  idiieh  Urs. 
saw  the  objects  flying,  stated  that  on  28  Itecember  19U9  he  was  at  hone  and 
had  been  out  on  the  fam  with  his  tractor  and  had^A^  out  in  the  car  also  but  that 
he  bad  not  seen  the  object  described  by  krs«  He  stated  that  he  was  well 

acquainted  with  Urs.  remembered  her  calling  him  on  the  phone  the  evening 

after  she  had  observed  the  flying  objects,  to  inquire  whether  he  had  seen  these 
objects  in  the  slv» 


9*  This  Agent  interviewed  Urs.  J^H^^H^school  teacher,  Trumansburg, 

New  York  and  she  stated  that  she  was  at  home  on  26  December  19U9  as  this  was  during 
the  Chrisimas  vacation  period.  She  stated  that  she  had  beetf  going  in  and  out  of 
the  house  a great  deal  that  aftemom  as  she  was  helping  her  mother  and  father  to 
pack  their  trailer  prior  to  their  leaving  for  Florida.  She  stated  Uiat  she  did 
not  see  any  objects  in  the  sky  nor  did  she  hear  any  airplanes.  She  stated  further 
that  since  the  Christmas  vacation  she  had  talked  to  a great  number  of  her  students 
and  fellow  teachers  but  no  one  had  seen  the  objects  described  by  ^s*  !>!o8t 

of  the  students  and  teachers  live  in  the  vicinity  of  the  location  where  Urs. 
and  her  children  saw  the  objects  in  the  sky. 


AT  ITHACA.  NSir  YORK 


10.  This  Agent  interviewed  the  Chief  of  Police,  !JARSHAIJi,  and  he  stated  that 
he  had  seen  the  article  in  the  Ithaca  Journal  relative  to  the  0^09^9  who  live  in 
the  Perry  City  section  and  tdio  had  seen  the  objects  in  the  sky.  A check  of  the 
records  revealed  that  there  were  no  complaints  received  on  28  December  19^9  nor  had 
any  infozmation  other  than  that  i^ch  was  in  the  newspaper  relative  to  tite  flying 
objects,  been  heard  of  in  that  locality. 

11.  Professor  Richard  Pamenter,  Assistant  Professor  of  Research  at  Cornell 
(kiiverslty,  was  interviewed  by  the  ^liM.ter  and  he  stated  that  he  had  seen  the  article 
in  the  Ithaca  newspaper  anowas  quite  interested,  having  read  considerable  publicity 
about  various  people  in  the  different  parts  of  the. country  who  had  observed  flying 
saucers.  He  furUier  stated  that  there  ware  no  e;q>eriaent8  being  conducted  at  the 
Ifeiiverslty  at  this  date  and  that  there  was  no  weather  apparatus  sent  up  to  register 
the  weather  that  day.  He  added  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  28  December  19U9 
was  a warm,  clear  December  day  with  no  snow  and  excellent  visibility. 


unclassified 
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12*  TM.«  A^ent  lnt«nrltii*d  Ifc* pDperatlons  Offictr  for  the 
Robineon  Alrlinesy  Itheca,  New  York*  VMl|H^^pMdie  a ebeok  of  the  records  and 
stated  that  there  was  no  weather  apparatus  Tsea  cb  2$  December  19U9  or  at  any  time 
during  the  month  of  Deceoieer*  He  further  states  that  he  obserwed  the  article  in 
the  Ithaca  newspaper  and  had  questioned  the  pilots  flying  Robinson  aircraft  In  this 
▼ielnity  on  that  date*  He  further  states  that  it  is  possible  that  Urs»4VAY  may 
hswe  seen  one  of  the  Robinson  Airliners , which  is  a DC-5»  which  landed  at  the  Ithaca 
Airport  at  1^3$  ecaing  in  from  a Buffalo  to  Rochester  to  Ithaca,  New  York  flight* 

He  stated  further  that  this  would  place  the  aircraft  in  the  ylcini^  described  by 
lArs*  [■■9  at  approximately  1550,  the  time  she  states  she  saw  the  object*  Another 
CC-5  landed  at  the  Ithaca  Airport  at  approximately  1522  from  a Syracuse  to  Ith?ca, 
New  York  flight*  He  stated  father  that  ^^on  checking  the  maps  in  the  Operations 
Room  at  the  ^blnson  Airlines,  he  determined  that  both  flights,  the  one  from  Buffalo 
and  the  one  from  Syracuse,  New  York,  would  circle  for  a landing  near  the  ricinity 
where  Ihw*  WHB  observed  the  ob^cts  on  2S  December  1949* 


13*  Mr*  Ithaca,  New  York  was  Interviewed 

by  this  A^t*  Ur*tfMfl^Pstated  that  he  was  a pilot  with  the  Robinson  Airlines  and 
was  piloting  a DC-3  on  28  December  1949  on  a flight  from  Buffalo  to  Rochester  to 
Ithaoa,  New  York  and  that  he  landed  at  approximately  1535  after  circling  the  area 
where  lCrs*^p0^iB  alleged  to  have  observed  the  objects  in  the  sky*  He  stated 
that  he  did  not  observe  anything  unusual  and  that  ha  circled  at  approximately  1530* 
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SUN  KART  or  MFORHATIOR 


Conflrndng  telephoned  report  on  thie  date^  Infortaetlon  is  famished  that 
according  to  an  Associated  Press  dispatch  from  Hamlet,  dated  28  Deeeitber 

1949  vihioh  was  published  in  the  Charlotte  Obsexvef  bn  29  beoember  1949s  ^ strange 
unidentified  aircrafts  resembling  a balloon  or  blinps  was  reported  flying 
"erratically”  over  jiamlet  at  approximately  1645  on  28  Dec wber_  1949 . apparently 
out  of  control*  According  to  the  above  dispatch  severaT  re^dant^s^  Iheludlng 
two  pllotSs  gave  various  reports  of  the  craft  as  "heading  straight  down"  and 
"levelling  off"  and  "turning  over"*  One  observer  stated  that  he  thought  he  saw 
something  ressi^ling  a man  drop  from  the  craft  and  one  pilot,  who  chased  it  in 
an  airplane,  said  it  appeared  to  be  from  20  to  30  feet  in  diameter*  (F-3) 

"It  was  first  reported  flying  ^est  over  town  at  about  1645  by  Dr*RR^0BHI 
of  Hamlets  and  They  reported  the  ship  to  the  local 

airport  where  an  overseas  news  correspondent,  MNMW^B^Mrss  took  off  in  a light 
plane  to  chase  the  craft.  a fonner  Air  Force  pilot,  said  he  saw  the  craft 

only  once  from  the  air  and  that  it  definitely  was  not  saucer  shaped*  He  said  he 
was  unable  to  overtake  it  but  from  that  distance  it  appeared  to  be  a large  metal 
ball  without  any  external  fittings  such  as  are  oaniinarily  carried  by  free  balloons* 
Although  observers  said  the  craft  did  not  seem  to  have  ouch  speed  from  the  ground, 

reported  it  quickly  disappeared  in  the  sun  idien  he  drew  near*  The  newsman 
said  he  last  saw  it  about  12  mllss  southwest  of  here*"  (P*3) 

"The  weather  station  at  Charlotte  said  there  was  some  possibility  that  the 
object  was  a radiosonde  balloon  such  as  are  released  by  weather  stations  at 
Greensboro  and  Fort  Bragg,  N*C*  each  morning  about  1000*  The  balloons  are  used 
to  transmit  weather  data  from  the  atmosphere,  and  ordinarily  burst  at  high 
altitude,  the  radio  parachuting  back  to  earth.  However,  the  weather  station 
said  that  the  fact  that  it  was  seen  over  Hamlet,  N.C*  so  late  in  the  afternoon 
tended  to  disooxint  this  theory*  MBlpB  stated  that  from  his  Air  Force  service 
he  was  familiar  with  these  balloons  and  that  the  strange  craft  did  not  resemble 
one*  It  was  much  bigger,  he  stated*  He  added  that  the  fact  that  it  did  not 
change  altitude  for  a long  period  of  time  also  tended  to  disprove  it  was  a 
balloon*"  (F*3) 

s 

According  to  another  article  in  the  above  newspaper  on  29  December  1949 
several  residents  of  Pageland,  S.C*  reported  seeing  a strange  object  in  the  sky 
Qttving  westward  on  the  afternoon  of  28  December  1949*  "The  object,  according  to 
the  reports,  was  not  moving  at  a vary  fast  rats,  but  persms  who  attemptad  to 
follow  it  in  an  autoniobile  soon  lost  it  in  the  evening  sun,  they  reported." 
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Pagaland,  S.C« 
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On  this  data  the  following  offices  were  oontaoted  regarding  subject  and 
infornation  was  revealed  that  none  of  these  offices  have  received  any  reports 
regarding  such  an  object  having  been  sighted i 


C«A«A«  Airways  Connunioations  Station^  liorris  Field,  Charlotte,  N«C* 

C*A*A«  Aviation  Safety  Office,  Ubrris  Field,  Charlotte,  N«C* 

0*A«A«  Airport  Control  Tower,  lk>rri8  Field,  Charlotte,  N.C. 

U*S«  Weather  Bureau,  Airport  Station,  Itorria  Field,  Charlotte,  N.C. 

CiTil  Air  Patrol,  Headquarters,  H«C«  Wing,  Tuckaseege  Rd«,  Charlotte,  N.C* 

(B-2) 
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OhATlott*  Oba«nr«r  • 21  Dao«mb«r  1%^ 


Cigar  -Shop  ed'~*Th  ing  * Over~Ci  ty 
Identified  As  B-36  Vapor  Trail 


A ghoiUjr  illvcr  tub*  lutpcndcd 
bi  eloudlcH  tki**  broufht  new 
vUiont  ot  lir-iptni  elfan  to 
mytUfltd  Chtrlottcani  sratUrday. 

But  th*  ■tnni*.  ebloni  ebl*ct 
th*t  bai  bttn  raported  itraaklnf 
evar  th*  Carelinaa  tine*  Wadna*/ 
day  had  baan  ahem  of  ita  myatary 
laat  nlfht 

Iha  control  tower  at  Municipal 
airport  identified  "the  thinf"  eon* 
elualvaly  u th*  vapor  trail  of  an 
Air  rere*  B*M.  fljing  high  and 


taat  40.000  teat  ever  the  city. 

'Am  tuba>lik*  object,  vlaibla 
evar  Charlott*  for  18  ninutaa  in 
mldaftemoen  yaatardey.  « a ■ 

nothing  mere  than  a maaa  of  ice 
eryatala  formed  whan  the  plane'* 
hot  engine*  cam*  into  contact 
with  frigid  air  nearly  eight  mile* 
up.  airport  obeervara  aald. 

Earlier  thta  week,  the  Carolina* 
became  the  center  of  excited  talk 
all  over  the  country  when  a 
myaterleua  object,  deacrlbed  as 
resembling  a neon  tub*  standing 
on  end.  wu  reported  aeaa  la 


Hamlat,  rayatteviUe,  and  Green* 
weed,  8.  C. 

Th*  tubular  white  man  that  ap> 
pearad  evar  Charlotte  at  3:48  p. 
m,  yesterday  fitted  th*  same  da* 
Bcriptien.  Thera  waa  soma  apecu* 
lotion  that  this  explanation  might 
also  tear  away  th*  mystery  from 
the  ‘Ylying  clgara"  that  were 
pepping  up  month*  ago. 

While  Charletteana  excitedly 
telephoned  th*  newspapers  and 
the  airport  for  explanations,  th* 
silver  streak  appeared  to  hang 
suspended  for  a few  minutes  be* 
for*  drifting  slowly  out  of  sight 
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, StrmrgrCrah 
. \ Is  Reported 
Seen  in  NC 

Htmltt  K.  C.  Dee.  2>^(AP)— A 
•tnnff  uni^entirifd  tirertfi,  rt- 
•taiMliif  B balloon  or  a blimp,  was 
rtportoAy  flylnt  ^erratically**  over 
Hamlet  today,  apparently  out  of 
ooatrot. 

■overat  residents,  Indudinf  two 
pllets,  fOTe  various  reports  of  the 
craft,  as  **hoadlnf  stralfht.  doam 
aad*  levellni  off,**  and  Murnlng 
OTtr.**  One  obeerver  seld  he  thought 
[he  saw  something  resembling  a 
[man  drop  from  the  C4ate  and  one 
I pilot,  who  chased  It  In  a airplane, 
■said  it  appeared  to  be  from  30  to 
M feet  In  dtamiter. 

It  was  first  reported  flying  west 
over  town  at  about  4:45  p.  m.  by 
Dr,  W.  D.  JamH  of  Hamlet  and 
lire  Chief  J.  C.  Worley.  They  re* 
ported  the  obfeet  to  the  local  alr^ 
port  where  an  overseas  news  cor* 
reapondent  Phillip  Gibbons,  took 
eS  In  a light  plane  to  give  chase. 

Gibbons,  a former  Air  Force  pilot, 
•aid  he  saw  the  craft  only  once  from 
fht  air  and  that  It  definitely  waa 
not  *saticef  shaped.** 

He  said  he  was  unable  to  over* 
take  It  but  that  from  a distance  lt< 
appeared  to  be  a large  metal  ball  I 
without  any  external  flttlngi  such 
as  are  ordinarily  carried  by  free 
balloons.  Although  observers  said 
the  craft  did  not  seem  to  have 
much  speed  from  the  ground,  Gib* 
bens  reported  It  quickly  disappear* 
ed  in  the  sun  when  he  drew  near, 

• The  newsman  said  he  last  'saw  It 
about  i2  miles  southwest  of  here. 

The  weether  station  at  Chmrlotte 
•aid  there  was  seme  possibility  that 
the  object  might  have  been  a radio 
sonde  balloon  such  as  are  released 
by  weather  stations.  The  ballons 
are  used  to  transmit  weather  data 
from  the  atmosphere,  and  ordinar* 
lly  bunt  at  high  altitude,  the  radio  i 
parachuting!  back  *to  earth.  How- 
ever, the  weather  station  said  the. 
Ume  that  It  was  seen  over  Hamlet  | 
—la  late  afternoon— tended  to  dis- 
count thls^theory. 

Gibbons  aald  that  from  hli  air 
lorct  aervlco  he  was  familiar  with 
these  halloons  and  that  the  atrange 
craft  did  net  resemble  one,  **Xt  was 
mneh  higger,**  he  eald, 
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Odd  Object  Puzzles  Hamlet 


Ose.  n..-4m—A  «trant« 
mldtntifttd  slrtrtfl,  rtMmbllns  a 
hslloon  or  a blimp,  wu  raportad 
flTinf  '^rraUealty"  om  Hamitt  to* 
dajr,  appartntly  out  of  eontroL 

■•voral  ra^tfoRta.  ineludlni  two 
pUota.  favo  varloua  raporta  the 
erafi  aa  “haadlnt  atralfht  down  and 
terallnf  ptT,  and  ‘*'tumlnt  ovar." 

Ona  ebaarvar  said  ha  thought  ha 
aaar  oomathlai  raaambllng  a man 
drop  from  tha  craft  and  ona  pilot, 
arbo  ^aad  it  in  an  airplane,  aaid 
H append  to  ha  frcKB  98  ta  SO  fMt 


tt  waa  trot  raportad^fljrlof  wait 
town  at  about  4:40  p.m.  by  Dr. 
W.  D.  Jamaa  of  Hamlat  and  nra 
Cbtat  J.  C.  Worlay.  ^ay  rapertad 
tha  ship  to  tba  local  airport  whara 
fbmor  ovaraaaa  nawa  corraapondant. 
nuiup  Oib^na,  took  off  in  a Ufht 


plana  to  ebaN  tha  craft.  Oibbooa.  ai 
former  Air  force  pilot,  acid  be  aaw 
tha  craft  only  enea  from  tba  air  and' 
that  la  daflnitaly  waa  not  “taucar 
ahaptit"  ' 

Ha  laid  ba  waa  unabla  to  ovartaka , 
it  but  that  from  a diatanca  it  ap*l 
paired  to  ba  a larga  metal  ball  arltb*i 
out  any  axtamal  Attinfa  aueh  aa' 
art  ordinarily  carrltd  1^  fraa  bal* 
loom.  Altboufb  ebaarvara  mM  tba 
craft  did  not  aaam  to  havb  mudt 
apaad  from  tba  ground,  Olbboaa  rt* 
ported  it  guickly  diaappaarad  In  Um 
I'aun  whaa  ba  draw  near. 

Tba  nawaman  aaid  ha  laaCiMinP 
I about  10  milaa  aouthwaat  of  hart. 

nia  woatbar  station  at  Chariotta 
Mid  than  waa  aema  poaalbillty  that 
tba  ob)aet  migbt  have  bean  a radio 
Mnda  balloon  lueb  at  are  rolaaaad 
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by  weather  aUtiona  at  Greeniboro 
and  Tort  Bragg  each  nraming  about 
,lg  a.m.  Tha  balioona  arc  uied  to 
traaamit  araathar  data  from  the  at* 
monhara.  and  ordinarily  burat  at, 
high  allUudc.  the  radio  parachuting 
back  to  aarth.  Howaver.  the  wea- 
ther elation  aaid  the  fact  that  it 
•ftn  ovt^  Ktmltt  10  Ittt  to 
ifttmoon,  itndod  to  dlttcount  thli 

"/Sd’oibboni  aaid  that  from  hit 
air  force  acrvice  he  wia  famlllMt 
with  thaaa  balioona  end  that  the 
•tranga  craft  did  not  resemble  one. 
-It  waa  much  bigger.”  he  eat^ 

Ha  added  that  the  fact  it  did  not 
change  altltu^  for  a long  period  of, 
time  alio_ tended  to  di^rpHi  Mgs  i 
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